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CLAM STUDIES HELP FISHERIES OF TWO CONTINENTS 

Days of plenty for the people of two continents who like hardshell clams seem 

to be in the making, according to information available at the Department of the 

Interior.' 

Two developments are climaxing years of hard work on the part of biologists 

of the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Cone is that a source of 'teeedIt has been proved and oan be developed. The 

other is proof that tlseed" can be planted under conditions which will assure clams 

of the littleneck or cherrystone size a year after the spawning. 

The story in brief is a victory over the numerous predators which have waxed 
fat at the expense of the hardshell clam, predators which attacked the clam at 
every cycle of development. 

The big problem in hardshell clam propagation has been getting the seed. 
Oyster set could be secured in many places but not so with hardshell clams. The 

.olam fishery was dependent entirely upon natural sequences, many of which were 
not so good. 

Eight years ago, scientists at the Bureau of Commercial Fisheries' shellfish 
laboratory at Milford, Connecticut, began work on producing clam llseedlf from 
parent clams held in the laboratory. That task has been successfully completed 
and a technique for captive culture has been devised. The laboratory-spawned clams 
have been planted in predator-protected areas and have thrived. 

these 
The result is that the Milford laboratory has shipped upwards to a million of 

tiny creatures to various parts of the Atlantic coast to investigate their 
rates of growth and survival under widely different environmental conditions. 

Clams--one-sixteenth of an inch long--which the Milford laboratory shipped to 
Florida State University for planting in warm Gulf waters under predatOI:free 



c  

cond i tions  deve loped  into two-and-a-ha l f  inch  restaurant-s ize spec imens  in  just a  
year . In  co lder  a reas  it takes  as  l ong  as  th ree  o r  fou r  years  fo r  c lams to  m a k e  
th a t g row th . 

T h e  labora tory  a lso  has  just recen tly sh ipped  1 5 0 ,0 0 0  smal l  h a tchery-bred 
c lams to  E n g l a n d  a n d  P rance  fo r  a  n e w  start in  th e  c lam f isher ies in  those  
coun tries. 

Thus  th e  l ong  hours  a t th e  labora tor ies  have  n o t on ly  s h o w n  th e  c lam indus try 
h o w  to  p roduce  seed  c lams neoessary  fo r  a  s table f ishery b u t have  m a d e  it poss ib le  
fo r  th e  p roducer  to  p u t h fs p lan tings  in  areas  wh ich  can  b e  p ro tec te d  from  
p r e d a tors. 

O the r  research  by  th e  B u r e a u  is pe r fec tin g  con trol m e thods  fo r  c lam p r e d a tors  
a n d  improv ing  " fences"  o r  bar r ie rs  used  to  keep  th e  p r e d a tors  a w a y  from  th e  c lam 
beds . S till o the r  s tudy is p rob ing  th e  e ffec t o f si l t ing a n d  o the r  w a te r  cond i tions  
u p o n  th is  impo r ta n t shel l f ish. 
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